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A Walker Trial Ended in a Conviction Last Week

A Cluster of Cases

Makes

Espionage Hard to Ignore

By PHILIP SHENON

SAN FRANCISCO — Senator Patrick J. Leahy of
Vermont is perhaps best known in Washington as senior
Democrat on the Senate Select Committee on Intelli-
gence. But until recently, he said, most of his constitu-
ents weré clearly more concerned about his efforts on be-
half of Vermont’s farmers, not on the intricacies of intel-
ligence policies that seemed to involve seamy doings in
faraway places.

That began to change in a dra-
matic way, the Senator said, with the
the arrest in May of John A. Walker
Jr., a retired Navy warrant officer
accused of masterminding a ring of
spies that stole secrets for the Soviet
Union. ‘‘When they hear about Walk-
er, people understand why the intellj-
gence work I do is so important,” he
said. “People are worried. They are
paying attention now to the problems
of spying.”

Some specialists in the vagaries
of public opinion would disagree that
much of America has become capti-
vated by the Walker case and a num-
ber of other espionage investigations
that have come to light in recent
months. But last week there ap-
peared to have been so many devel-
opments involving accused spies —
who all denied their guilt — that most
people had to have taken some notice,
however briefly.

In Norfolk, Va., after four days of
testimony without a jury, a Federal
judge found Arthur J. Walker, John's
older brother, guilty of stealing clas-
sified documents from a defense con-
tractor and delivering them to his
brother, who allegedly smuggled
them to Soviet agents. Judge J. Cal-
vitt Clarke Jr. set sentencing for Ar-
thur Walker, a retired Navy lieuten-
ant commander, for Oct. 15,

Here in San Francisco, a man de-

scribed as John Walker's best friend,
Jerry A. Whitworth, was arraigned on a 12-count indi.ct-
ment that charged him with providing the Sovigt Union
with details of % computerized Navy communications
system. John Walker’s son, N}ichael, a Navy yeoman,
has also been arrested. .

The investigation of the Navy spy ring, which Penta-
gon officials say may have compromised some of the
military’s most precious secrets, is only the best-known
of the several espionage inquiries under way. Richard W
Miller, a former agent of the Federal Bureau of Investi-

* who were Communist loyalists, and it was

gation, was on trial in Los Angeles last week, charged
with arranging to pass Government secrets to the Soviet
Union through a Russian émigré. No F.B.I. agent had
ever been charged with espionage before.

In Alexandria, Va., last week. a former cl
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With the barrage of news accounts about suspected
spies, an unprecedented number of Americans — or so
members of Congress report — have written their
elected representatives in Washington, urging, among
other things, a beefing up of counterintelligence pro-
grams. “Until these cases; I don’t believe the public
thought very much about this problem,” said Represent-
ative Bill McCollum Jr., Republican of Florida and ay.
thor of the death-penalty measure. “The Walkers made
the difference.””

Some authorities say that accurate parallels cannot
be drawn between the recent arrests and the espionage
cases of the 1940°s and 1950’s. In the most celebrated spy
case of the 1950°s, Julius and Ethe] Rosenberg were con-
victed of providing atomic secrets to the Soviet Union for
ideological reasons. The motive of the Walker ring, offi-
cials say, was simple greed.

“In the 40’s and 50's, we were talking about people
to create
ared scare among the public,” said Michael P, Rogin, a
professor of political science at the University of Califor-
nia at Berkeley. ““It was simple to get people worked up
and anxious. Now the motive is money, and that’s not
such a threat to the public. In fact, to some people, the

‘Walkers may just seem like the apotheosis of the Amer-

ican way of life.” )

Still others believe there is intense interest in the
Walker case becaiise of its mixture of high drama and
banal soap opera. John Walker was turned in to the au-
thorities by his ex-wife and their daughter, a Christian
evangelist involved in a bitter dispute over custody of her
tive-year-old son. After Mr., Walker’s arrest, the plot
twists kept coming: the arrest of Mr. Walker’s son, then
his brother, then his friend, Mr. Whitworth.

““People have been attracted by this wondertul
family drama, a real-life ‘Dynasty,’ "’ said Harlan K. Ul)-
man, a senior fellow at Georgetown University’s Center
for Strategic and International Studies.
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